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M. Kalish., Bible Studies. The Prophecies of Balaam. London 1877,243 page

against whom does he direct his wrath? ot against the God of the

Hebrews, whose awful power fills his mind, in spite of himself, with

a mysterious horror, but against the stubborn prophet, whose conduct

he regards with amazement and burning indignation. Agitated by confusion °
and perplexity, he hardly knows how to act. Anger urges him to take revenge
upon the self-willed.traitor who so tenaciously and so ardently sides with.
rapacious invaders; but he is checked not only by fear of the God whom

that traitor serves, but by fear of Balaam himself, As if anxious to remove
all temptation of violence, the consequences of which he instinctively
dreads, ho bids Balaam spoedily 'escape' to his own home. But it is

indeod foar alone by which he is actuated, not roverence. Striking his .
hands togother in wild exc¢itement, he dismissos the prophet with a sneering
irony against the G-d whose-heavy hand, ho feels, is already upon him.
Distracted by contradiotory fcelings inexplicable to himself, ho can
neither reward the secr nor punish himj ho can noithor acknowlcdge nor
oppose the G-d of Israel, Wonderful indecd mey ‘@ narrator's art be called,
that draws tho subtlest psychological shades at once so dolicately and =
80 strongly.




